Long-term outcome of transosteotomy bone augmentation of the inferior border of the severely resorbed mandible.
We report a case of severe mandibular atrophy with residual crest height as short as 4.3 mm anterior to the mental foramens. The patient was reluctant to accept bone augmentation surgery and that was the motivation to perform transosteotomy bone augmentation of the inferior border of the mandible and the insertion of 4 short implants anterior to the mental foramens. The insertion torque of the 4 implants was about 65 N·cm, which allowed for the application of immediate loading protocol. Detailed follow-up during 8 years showed uneventful healing and successful prosthetic rehabilitation with screw-retained prostheses.